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Youth Work in Wales Excellence Awards
Project Awards
These awards are an opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate a range of outstanding youth work projects available for young people across Wales. 
Projects can be nominated for an award by a youth worker, young person, (or group of young people) a work colleague or manager. It is a chance to celebrate the excellent work being carried out throughout Wales by youth workers and young people.
Categories
You may enter your project for one of the following categories:
1. Outstanding contribution to developing new skills for young people. 

2. Outstanding contribution to  Global citizenship.
3. Outstanding contribution to the health and wellbeing of young people.
4. Outstanding contribution to supporting and promoting Welsh language and culture.
5. Outstanding community Project.
6. Outstanding contribution to supporting the development of young people who are not in education, employment or training.
Entry Criteria

Projects nominated must provide enjoyment, support and opportunities to their members. The project should be exciting, inspiring and demonstrate good youth work practice. It should form a foundation on which members are able to build skills and develop confidence or abilities, in a fun and friendly environment. 
Entries should demonstrate that the project has been delivered within the framework of the four pillars of the Youth Work Curriculum Statement for Wales.  So it should be:
· Educative.  The project has enabled young people to gain skills, knowledge, understanding, attitudes and values.  For example, young people have gained an accreditation.
· Participative.  The project has provided opportunities and supported young people to take part in decision-making.  For example they planned the project or wrote to a local councillor for support or information.
· Empowering.  The project has supported, encouraged and enabled young people to act on the personal, social and political issues that affect them.  For example, young people planned a trip from the start, including negotiating prices and writing the risk assessment. 
· Expressive.  The project encourages and enables young people to express their emotions and aspirations, through creative, sporting and challenging opportunities.  It may raise an awareness of; cultural identity; bilingualism and the value of their own language; heritage; respect for diversity; citizenship and respect for others.  For example you may have explored self awareness, values and beliefs with a group of young people 
The project must have taken place between January and October 2011

Remember you can only enter a project for one of the categories. 
All entries must be received by January 6th 2012. 

What do you need to do?

Share this information with staff and young people.  Encourage them to nominate a project for one of the awards by completing the entry forms enclosed, giving as much information as possible. 
Completed forms should be emailed to Rebecca.delaney@wales.gsi.gov.uk
How to enter

Please complete the attached application form as follows:
· Your name and contact details
· Your job role
· Title of the project you are nominating
· Which category you are entering the project for
· Why you are nominating this project.(no more than 250 words)
· Name and contact details of an independent person who will endorse the application
· Address and contact details of the organisation that carried out the project
· Description of the project.( no more than 250 words)
· What difference has the project made to others
· What other organisations were involved with the project
· Who benefited as a result of the project
· How has the success of the project been evaluated
· What was the cost and who funded the project
· What future developments are planned for the project

· State how the project fits within the four pillars of youth work as set out in the entry criteria.
What happens next?
· All entries will be read and sifted by a panel of judges from the Youth Work Strategic Marketing and Communications team. The team includes representatives from both the maintained and voluntary youth work sectors, representatives from the Welsh Government and a young apprentice who works for the Welsh Government.
· The panel will score the entries using a format based on the entry criteria. A shortlist will then be compiled and passed to an independent panel who will make the final decision on the overall winners for each category.
· The 3 projects that have been short listed for each award will be contacted by the end of January.
· All who are short-listed will be invited to the Youth Work Excellence awards ceremony to be held on Thursday 23rd February at the SWALEC stadium in Cardiff. when the winners will be announced.
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Title of the project you are nominating
	


Category you are entering
	


Why you are nominating the project (no more than 250 words)
	


Name and contact details of person who will endorse the application

	


Address and contact details of the organisation that carried out the project
	


Description of the project (no more than 250 words)
	


What difference did the project make to others?

	


What other organisations were involved with the project?
	


Who benefited as a result of the project?

	


How has the success of the project been evaluated?
	


What was the cost and who funded the project?
	


What future developments are planned for the project?
	


How does the project fit within the four pillars of youth work?
	


